USC Trademarks & Licensing Trademark Questionnaire

This questionnaire helps determine if a name or logo associated with the university should be registered with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. Please email this completed form to trdmrks@usc.edu or print out this questionnaire and return with any collateral materials/examples to: 

USC Trademarks & Licensing Services 

CAL 138E, MC 2817
Please identify the department requesting the registration and individuals to contact: 

Your Name:       
Your Email Address:       
Your Department:       
Additional Contact Information:       


What type of mark is to be protected? Is it a word, name, symbol or combination? Attach a copy of the mark (in its stylized form if that is how you intend to use it). 

     
Does the mark contain any USC symbols, logos, or names, including the names USC or TROJANS? 

     
Are you aware of anyone else currently using the marks or any elements of the mark? If so, identify them. 
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Who designed the mark?       
Was it a USC employee?   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

Was a contract signed for the design services?   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

If the answer is yes, please attach a copy of the contract.

On what date was the mark ﬁrst used?       (month)       (date)       (year)

Please note that “use” occurs for products when the mark is used directly on the product/s or on tags, labels, packaging or containers, and for services when the mark is used in advertising or marketing communications for the product. 
Has the mark been used in interstate commerce?   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

If so, what was the month, day and year of its ﬁrst use in interstate commerce?
      (month)       (date)       (year)

What are the types of products, services or standards that the consumer associates with the mark? (Remember, marks are used to identify and distinguish a product or service from its competitors.) 
     
How has the mark been used in association with the products, services or standards stated above in interstate commerce? For example, is it printed on manuals, labels, ﬂyers or used in videos? 
     
Is the mark being used or intended for use to certify that a product or service meets a certain standard of quality or to certify a speciﬁc attribute? 
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If the mark serves a certiﬁcation function, is USC involved in the production or marketing of any of the products that would be certiﬁed by this mark? 

     
What standards have been developed for establishing and maintaining the quality control of the products or services identiﬁed by this mark? 

     
Is a TM (trademark notice for products) or SM (service mark for services) currently being used with the mark? 

     
What is the life expectancy of the mark? 

     
Is there anyone other than the university who would have control of the use of the mark? 

     
